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TAMS-XL Track Access Matting System 

(Rail Operations and Installation) 

Rev Date Comments Initial 

1.1 08/10/20 New issue DSW 

THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT CONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED 
You can download this document as a pdf from the Hub. 

Important Notes: 
 

 All installation work must be thoroughly planned before work commences on site to 
identify hazards and assess risk. 

 

These instructions form guidance for the operation and installation of the TAMS-XL Track 
Access Matting System. Non-standard applications should be approved by a suitably 

qualified engineer. 
 

Ensure all personnel engaged in installation operations are properly briefed and 
adequately supervised by a competent person. 

IF IN ANY DOUBT SEEK FURTHER ADVICE: 

24 HOUR HELPLINE:  0370 240 2381 

Rail track Access Matting System for use with road rail plant 
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Note: Failure to comply with the following requirements and instructions may result in damage to the RRAP, machine and/

or the rail infrastructure. TAMS-XL must only be used to provide access and egress for renewal digs. 

Equipment Identification 

8 x Cess/6ft Infill 

2 x Upper Ramp 

2 x Lower Ramp 

4 x 4ft Infill 

Introduction 

The TAMS-XL system shall ONLY be used to provide access and egress in and out of renewals digs. 
  
The TAMS-XL is NOT designed to allow RRVs to cross track, or to move ‘on and off’ the Network Rail 
infrastructure.  
 
If the TAMS-XL is damaged in anyway, please notify TPA before use.  

Equipment Specification 

Description Weight (kg) Width (mm) Length (mm) 

4ft Infill 130 1120 2080 

Cess/6ft Infill 96 664 2104 

Lower Ramp 74 960 2080 

Upper Ramp 96 800 3040 

The TAMS-XL (Track Access Matting System) is a scaled up development of the popular TAMS access 

matting system used extensively for safe RRV access to rail digs on plain line track renewals and S&C 

works across the UK rail network. The system is designed for use with larger track renewals machines 

such as the Rhomberg Sersa MFS+. 
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Installation 

TPA’s TAMS-XL for use with the Rhomberg Sersa MFS+ machine is relatively simple to install; 
requiring only six personnel to lift the components into position. 
 
Once the components have been unloaded from the transport to site, follow the steps below to install 
the system: 

Site Preparation  

 Before installing the TAMS-XL, ensure the ground is made relatively flat and any ballast level-
bedded. 

General 

1. Install 4ft Infills by lifting into place manually (Max 6 persons), placing them squarely in the 4ft 

between the rails. 

2. Install Cess/6ft Infills (4 per side) by lifting into place manually (Max 6 persons) being sure to align 

the Cess/6ft Infills with the 4ft Infills. 

3. Pass the chains from Cess/6ft infills under the rail and secure to the D-

shackles attached to the 4ft infills. (see right image) 

4. Check the chains for length. If required, shorten or lengthen the chain 

in the D-shackles to ensure the chain is tight. This prevents possible 

kick-out of the cess/6ft infills when vehicles are using the access point. 

5. The TAMS-XL is now ready for use.  

Note: The 4ft and cess/6ft infills are supplied with sacrificial lids 

attached to protect the main structure of the system and aid 

longevity. When these become sufficiently damaged they can be 

replaced. 

Note: Ensure the rail is protected at all times during this operation 

Removal - After Use 

1. The TAMS-XL should be removed from the dig and stored safely. 

 

2. A visual inspection should be undertaken and any damage found should be reported to TPA 

immediately and should not be used again until repaired. 


